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DANDALUP-KARNET WATER MOUND, GAZETTAL 

64. Mr J.L. Bradshaw to the Minister for the Environment and Heritage 

(1) Does the Water Corporation intend to gazette the Dandalup-Karnet Water Mound to protect this water 
from pollution? 

(2) If so, when will this process be finalised? 

(3) Is the Minister aware that this proposal is causing problems with regard to planning issues? 

Dr J.M. EDWARDS replied: 

1.  The Water and Rivers Commission is responsible for the proclamation and gazettal of existing and new 
areas considered suitable for drinking water supply.  The Karnup-Dandalup resource is recognised as a 
potential future drinking water resource and is listed for proclamation.  It is presently not planned to be 
developed prior to 2010. 

2.  The timing of this proclamation is dependent on the priority of this particular area in relation to its 
intended future use as a drinking water supply by a suitable water service provider, such as the Water 
Corporation.  The Commission is currently reviewing the priority of this area with the Water 
Corporation.  If it is determined that it should be proclaimed as a priority, the likely timeframe for 
preparation and full public consultation of a suitable proposal and finalisation of the subsequent 
proclamation process is 18 to 24 months. 

3.  The planning issues being experienced in this situation are not uncommon.  The dilemma is caused by 
the different timeframes and priorities of the planning process and those that relate to current and future 
drinking water resource protection. 

The issues often raised include claims about the need for compensation (where land owners find 
limitations may apply to the potential future use of their land to avoid the risk of contaminating a water 
resource) and competing environmental values (where the water resource has other environmental 
values such as wetlands, primary industry, industry or recreation that need to be considered). 

Often existing land uses are permitted to continue sometimes with best practice constraints.  In the same 
way that Planning does not provide for development opportunities, Water Resource Protection does not 
provide for compensation against future possible changes in land use. 

The Commission is working with the Western Australian Planning Commission to address this matter 
and part of the solution is being provided in the planned finalisation of a 'Statement of Planning Policy: 
Public Drinking Water Source Policy'.  The public submission period on this document closed on 29 
March 2002. 

The Commission also prepares 'Water Source Protection Plans' for each water source.  These provide 
the opportunity for open discussion and decision making with the community and other stakeholders for 
specific drinking water resources once they have been identified as a priority. 

The relevant affected community will be advised as soon as a decision has been made concerning the 
future of the Karnup-Dandalup resource.  

 


